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AMENDMENT 

In the specification: 

Amend the abstract (p, 42) to read as follows: 



- Herein is disclosed an oxygen barrier composition comprising an oxygen barrier 
polymer and an oxygen scavenging polymer. The composition can be in the form of a physical 
blend or a cross-linked blend, and can further comprise a compatibilizer, a transesterification 
catalyst, or both. Preferably, the oxygen barrier polymer is poly(ethylene/vinyl alcohol) 
(EVOH), polyethylene terephthalate (PET), or polyamide other than MXD6, and the oxygen 
scavenging polymer comprises an ethylenic backbone and a pendant cyclic olefinic group* The 
oxygen barrier composition can be formed into an oxygen barrier layer of a packaging article. 
Such layers and articles, and methods for making same, are also disclosed.— 



In the claims: 

Cancel claims 5. 24, and 63, and amend claims 1, 6, 20, 25, 59, 60, and 64, to read as 



follows: 



\ 



(Amended) An oxygen barrier composition, comprising: 
an oxygen barrier polymer, an oxygen scavenging polymer, and an oxidation catalyst, 
wherein the oxygen scavenging polymer comprises a cycloalkenyl group having the 
structural: 



wherein qi, q2, qu, q4, ^d t are independently selected from hydrogen, methyl, or ethyl; 
m is -{CHjV , wherein n is an integer from 0 to 4, inclusive; and, when r is hydrogen, at least one 
of qi, q?, q3, and q4 is also hydrogen^ 
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6, (Amended) The^omposidon of claim 1 , wherein the oxygen scavenging polymer is 
3> selected from ethylene/m^tK^wlat^yclohexenylmethyl aciylate teipolymer (£MCM)> 

ethylene/vinyl cyclohexene coporafier (EVCH), ethylene/cyclohexenylmethyl acrylate 
copolymer fECHA), or cyclohexenylnfethyl aciylate homopolymer (CHAA). 
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\0. (Amended) A packaging article, comprising: 

at least one oxygen barrier layer comprising an oxygen barrier polymer and an oxygen 
scavenging polymer, 

therein the oxygen scavenging polymer comprises a cycloalkenyl group having the 
structure IK 



m 



**3 



0) 

wherein qi, q2, qa, q4, atwKr are independently selected from hydrogen, methyl, or ethyl; 

m is -{CtfeV, wherein n is an integer from 0 to 4> inclusive; and, when r is 
hvrirnren fit teast nnf: oftyi q-> qi and q* is also by^"^. 




25. (Amended) \The - gackaging article of claim 20, wherein the oxygen scavenging 
polymer is selected d^wylwe/methyl acrylate/cyclohexenylmethyl acrylate terpolymer 
(EMCM), ethylene/vinyl cwtoSexene copolymer (EVCH), ethylene/cyclohexenylmethyl 
acrylate copolymer (ECHA), or cyclohexeny^fhyl aciylate homopolymer (CH A A). 



(Amended) A method of making an oxygen barrier composition comprising an oxygen 
polymer and an oxygen scavenging polymer, wherein the oxygen scavenging polymer is 
present 3^an insoluble filler, comprising: 

provftnng the oxygen barrier polymer and the oxygen scavenging polymer, wherein the 
oxygen scavenging polymer comprises a cycloalkenyl group having the structure I: 
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^3 



wherein qu <fe> <}3> 44. and r are independently selected from hydrogen, methyl, or ethyl; 
is -(CH^V, wherein n is an integer from 0 to 4, inclusive; and, when r is 
hydrogen* at least one of qi, <}2, qi, and q 4 is also hydrogen; 
cross-linking the oxygen scavenging polymer with itself, to form an insoluble oxygen 

scavenging polymer; and 
mixing the oxygen barrier polymer and the insoluble oxygen scavenging polymer, to 
iormJhe oxvecg bairiercomposition. 



60. (Amended) A m^jaod of forming an oxygen barrier layer in a packaging article, 
comprising: 

providing an oxygen barrier composition comprising an oxygen barrier polymer and an 
oxygen scavenging polymer, wherein the oxygen scavenging polymer comprises a cycloalkenyl 
group having the structure I; 




m 




(I) r 

wherein qi, qi, qz, q*, and r are independency selected from hydrogen, methyl, or ethyl; 
m is -(ClfeV* wherein n is an integenfrom 0 to 4, inclusive; and, when r is 
hydrogen, at least one of qi, q2, qj, andeu is also hydrogen; and 

forming the composition into the packaging articlfei or an oxygen barrier layer thereof. 




64. (Amended) The methoi 
selected from ethylene/methyl 




60, wherein the oxygen scavenging polymer is 
Ihexenylmethyl actylate terpolymer (EMCM), 
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